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gery, or the higher mathematics, all received his
Viceregal benediction ;  but  in  almost  every - case
he found opportunity, while advocating the benefits
of scientific training, tactfully to suggest that there
is no new thing under the sun and that such wisdom
as the West has perfected was China's birthright,
under other names and forms, in the golden age of
the Yellow Emperor.  Thus, in the preface to a medical
work written by a missionary doctor in Chinese., he
praised the scientific accuracy of foreign methods
in the compounding and prescription of drugs, but
improved  the  occasion  by  reminding his  readers
that the medical theories recorded by Pan-ku, 1800
years ago, may still be read with benefit to human
knowledge.    He advised the Chinese students not
to reject new ideas because they were strange^ but
to accept this book as a work equal in value to a
treatise by Ko-Hung or Sun Tsz-miao, and to en-
deavour to combine Chinese and foreign methods in
the art of healing.   Coming to matters of detail, he
emphasised China's claims   to   be   regarded as the
fountain-head of all knowledge, by finding the essence
of Eastern anatomical science in the writings of a
commentator  of   the   "Chou-li"   under  the  Han
dynasty.   It would be hard to find anything more
fittingly expressive of Li's habit of mind than these
utterances.    And it was a habit which he was at
pains to inculcate in those who served him as inter-
preters and spokesmen; the after-dinner eloquence
of his ablest lieutenants, Lo Feng-loh and Wa Ting-
fang, was always gracefully woven about the tesct
" ex oriente lux"   Indeed, during Li's tour abroad,
*Lo Feng-loh's fixed habit of finding a counterpart
to all European scientific knowledge in the writings